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Course Requirements – Physics            – Sebok  
 

Textbooks – Foundations in Physics, 2nd Edition (by CPO Science)  
We use class sets of books listed above.  (Checking out a book for home is on an as-needed basis.)   
Additional resource: Foundations in Physics, 1st Edition is available and easy to find on my website!   

 

Materials – Plan on bringing the following items to class every day unless told differently: 
(1)  Great Attitude  (2) Pencil (3) Binder (4) Homework   (5) Scientific Calculator 

 

1st Sem. Physics Standards – (This is only a list of topics.  We might not learn them in this order.) 
STANDARD P1: Scientific Inquiry, Scientific Reflection and Social Implications (ongoing throughout the year).  

STANDARD P2: Motion of Objects (Position-Time and Velocity-Time). 

STANDARD P3: Forces & Motion (Basic Forces in Nature, Net Forces, Newton’s Laws of Motion, Forces & Acceleration,  

Gravitational Interactions, Circular Motion). 
 

2nd Sem. Physics Standards – (This is only a list of topics.  We might not learn them in this order.) 
STANDARD P1: Scientific Inquiry, Scientific Reflection and Social Implications (ongoing throughout the year).  

STANDARD P3: Forces & Motion continued (Electric Forces and Electric Charges). 

STANDARD P4: Forms of Energy & Energy Transformations (Work, Energy Transfer, Energy Transformation, 

Mechanical Energy, Kinetic & Potential Energy, Wave Characteristics, Mechanical Wave Propagation, Electromagnetic Waves, 

Wave Behavior – Reflection & Refraction, Nature of Light, Current Electricity & Circuits). 
 

Physics Binder – A binder is needed to organize and store work.  I can help you find one if needed.  Store your papers  
according to chapter, topic, or date by strategically using tabs, pockets, and/or other methods.  Exact layout is up to you.  

 

Day-to-day Assignments – It’s your responsibility to keep yourself informed of assignments and due dates!  
There are generally two types of daily assignments – those that are written out, and those that are not.   
1. Written assignments will vary in the way in which they are graded. Be ready for anything!  Here are 

a few of the possible ways in which your written work could be evaluated… 
- “Check for completion” occurs when submitted papers are scored based only on problem layout and effort towards completion.   
- “Check for correctness” occurs before (or after) going over work and is scored based on the number of correct responses.  
- “Homework quizzes” allow a student to use his/her own homework paper as reference, and the quiz questions are similar.   
- “Major tests, projects, or presentations” will earn points based on the task involved and the amount of time required. 
- “Quick check for completion” is when scores are recorded on the seating chart and later entered into gradebook.   
- “Practice” occurs when we go over answers, but assignments do not get entered into gradebook. (skills/knowledge tested later)   

2. Non-written assignments are commonly referred to as “studying.”   
A large portion of your final grade will be based on tests and quizzes.   
Quality and frequency of a student’s study habits will be reflected in test and quiz scores.  For a few students, studying is a talent that 
comes easily; however, for most students it is a skill that is developed through effort and repeated practice.  We will be discussing a 
variety of study tips and strategies regularly in class.  If you need additional help studying, seek out assistance.    

 

Vocabulary – A “Quizlet” will be assigned for every topic or unit.  Join the class and study the terminology as 
soon as we start a new topic or unit.  Quizzes may occur with or without notice… Did someone say pop quiz? ☺  
 

Assessments & Accountability - The main purpose for assigning work is student learning!   
All work, whether written or studied (possibly graded or not graded), is intended to benefit understanding.  It deserves your attention because 
topics in this class often build upon each other. Keeping track of points is merely one way for teachers to encourage student learning through 
accountability.  Ultimately, you are responsible for your own learning. Each and every assignment might not be physically collected toward 
earning points, but I want to ensure you there’s no such thing as “busy work” in this class!  Two goals for assignments are:  (1) for you to 
develop effective study habits and (2) for you to earn good grades, especially on major assessments, such as chapter tests and final exams.   

  

Card Marking Grades – Marking period grades are based on the following percentages.  
  

100 – 93  A 82 – 80  B- 69 – 67 D+ 

92 – 90  A- 79 – 77 C+ 66 – 63 D 

89 – 87  B+ 76 – 73 C 62 – 60 D- 

86 – 83  B 72 – 70 C- 59 –    E 
 

Semester Grades – Percentages earned (not the letter grades) are used to calculate semester grades.  
 

1st card marking = 40%          2nd card marking = 40%          CUMULATIVE final exam = 20% 
 

Important:  If a student earns E’s for both card markings, he/she will need to earn at least an 80% or better on the 
cumulative final exam in order to earn a passing grade for the semester.  Also, excessive absences and/or tardiness 
can lower your semester grade.  The policy is discussed in the next section of this document. 

 

Students and parents are encouraged to check 
grades online periodically to check progress. ☺    
 

Normal “rounding rules” apply for decimals.  
Contact me by email or in person if there is a problem.   

Grade = Points Earned / Points Possible 
 
 



Absences – Make good attendance a priority!  Learning is best accomplished when present!   
Although some absences are unavoidable, please realize that days out of the classroom disrupt the learning process and often cause 
double work because absent work AND current work need to be completed simultaneously by a student to ensure learning (and grades) 
do not suffer.  All assignments given prior to absences need to be turned in on the first day of a student’s return to school to earn credit.   

It is a student’s responsibility to find out what was missed and what has been submitted.   
…(1) Check class postings  …(2) Check with classmates  …(3) Check “extras” file  …(4) See teacher 

 

Attendance Policy:  Excessive absences or tardiness can lower your semester grade according to a policy suggested by SHS and 
LPS administration.  This policy will be used in this class.  A ⅓ letter reduction (about 3.3%) results for each absence beyond 10.  
Likewise, there will be a ⅓ letter reduction for each tardy beyond 7.  Examples… if a student is absent 11 times it will reduce a “B-” to a “C+”  
…or being late 11 times would cause a “B-” to fall to a “D+”  …or if a student is absent 13 times and late 9 times an “A” grade would fall to “C+.” 
 

- If you are absent when an assignment is given, you will have only one day 
following the return to school for each consecutive excused absence to submit 
missed work.  Absences over 4 days will be given 4 days maximum to make up 
and submit work.  If submitted earlier, that’s even better!   

- Extra days will not be given if a student forgets to pick up work. 
- Remember, for excessive absences, a ⅓ letter reduction occurs for each absence 

beyond 10.  And a ⅓ letter reduction occurs for each tardy beyond 7.   
- Leniency on these attendance policies occurs only with a doctor’s note (which 

needs to be submitted to your counselor or assistant principal).     
 

- Extended Absences – Those students who are out for extended periods of time will need to have a friend or family member 
pick up & drop off work in a timely manner.  Some work can also be emailed if you contact the teacher.  

- Prearranged Absence – According to school policy, all work assigned for a prearranged absence needs to be 
turned in on the first day in which the student returns to school.  Failure to do so will result in a zero for those 
assignments not submitted unless other arrangements are made ahead of time.   

- Absent on Test days – All students absent for a test or quiz must take the test/quiz the first day back.   
If the grade earned is less than desired, students can arrange to take a RETAKE after school or at lunch.  Most recent score “sticks.”  

- Unexcused Absences – Unexcused absences will lead to zero credit earned on assignments unless appropriate 
measures are arranged to make up the missed work after school.  Also, absences discovered to be illegitimate (aka…skipping) 
will suffer consequences such as referral, detention, and zero credit on ALL work missed (tests, labs, homework, etc.). 

- Suspensions – Any work missed due to suspension from school may result in zero credit.   
 

Late Work – Unless otherwise indicated, work should be ready at the beginning of class on the due date.   
In other words, if you are unable to turn in the work when the class set is collected or checked in at the start of the hour, it is 
already considered a day late, even if you have it ready to submit just a minute or two later.   
If an assignment is within one day late it earns “half-credit” (50%).  Two days late, work earns a “quarter-credit” (25%).  
Three or more days late, work receives a “tenth-credit” (10%).  Caution, reduced grades are better than zeros, but 
repeatedly submitting work late will create poor homework averages.   

 

SHED – The Science Department offers the SHED, an after-school support for science.  (See resources page for details).  
        Students are welcome to drop into the SHED to work on science homework voluntarily or may be assigned to the SHED.    
 

Help - Don’t delay asking for help!  Feel free to see me at appropriate times during class.  I am also available for  
help on most days before or after school.  See me to schedule a time to meet.  Also, accommodations will be  
made for medical issues and IEP’s.  I want each student to succeed in this class.  I am here to help you!  

 

Contact information – Email is the best way to reach me… Lsebok@livoniapublicschools.org   
I check email almost every day, and sometimes two or three times during the day.  You can also sign up and 
use the Remind app.  (Do NOT use school voicemail.  I am sorry, but I rarely have a chance to listen to voicemail.)  

 

Classroom Rules - I will not allow any behavior that interferes with another student’s right to learn.  Following these 
rules will give you the opportunity to learn and myself the opportunity to teach.  You can expect that I will treat you fairly.   
The consequences for broken rules will be suitable and proportional to the violation; that is, “the penalty will fit the crime.” 
 

(1) Be on time.  Enter the classroom in an orderly manner.  Allow yourself a minute or two to get your space in order before class begins (ex: sharpen your 

pencil, borrow paper, read the assignment board, check your grade, borrow a pen, etc.).  Then, go directly to your seat.  Students not in their seat when class 
begins may be marked tardy.  Remember, it is very likely that you will not be able to stop at your locker during every passing time.  SHS is a big building and 
passing time is very short.  With this in mind, you should carefully plan your passing time habits (bathroom breaks, friend visiting, what items you are carrying 
to each class, etc.).  Stevenson’s tardy policy is strict, but fair.  For a copy of the current tardy policy, see the student handbook and classroom posting. 

(2) Be prepared.  You are expected to bring all necessary materials to class each session unless otherwise instructed.  If you forget something in your 

locker, you will be marked tardy if you do not make it back to your seat before the start of class. 

(3) Be respectful.  You are expected to treat each other, the classroom, and the teacher with respect and integrity.  I want and expect an atmosphere in our 

classroom where students can feel comfortable in expressing opinions, ideas, questions, and concerns.  In addition, any property in the room damaged because 
of neglect or misuse will be replaced at the student’s expense.  Academic dishonesty (cheating) is disrespectful and will NOT be tolerated!  Students involved in 
any manner – giver or taker of information – will lose credit for the assignments, the card marking, and/or the semester.  Parents are notified.  A referral is issued.   

(4) Follow directions.  Following instructions the first time they are given saves time and energy, both for me and for you.  Please ask if unsure. 

(5) Use proper electronics etiquette (& cell phone manners).  Refer to “traffic light” posted in classroom.  If in doubt, ask first.  An 

ear bud (one ear) will only be permitted with permission.  Cell phones and electronics may be “arrested” and placed into the “cell block” until dismissal.   

(6) Follow school rules.  The school rules stated in the Student Handbook will be enforced in this classroom.  (This includes dress code, 

conduct, attendance policies, food & drink, etc…).   

Please sign & submit after reading both sides of this page.   
(Keep the second copy of this document for your reference.) 

 

Have an enjoyable semester!  

Number of 
consecutive 

absences 

Number of 
days to submit 

missing work 

1 1 

2 2 

3 3 

4 4 

5 or more 4 days max 

 

Student Signature: _______________________________________________ 

 
Parent Signature: ________________________________________________ 


